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Introduction 
 

What is the statistical abstract? 
The statistical abstract is a compilation of data about Hernando County, 

including the built environment, quality of life, economic conditions, 

housing trends, and its population (specifically the retired and/or elderly 

population and children living in Hernando).  

What information is contained?  
The statistical abstract is organized into 7 parts:  

• What is Hernando County?  

• Who lives in Hernando County? 

• Where do people living in Hernando County live?  

• Business and Industry in Hernando County 

• Quality of Life in Hernando County 

• The retired and elderly population in Hernando County 

• Children living in Hernando County  

Each part contains information about Hernando as it relates to the other counties in the Tampa/St. 

Petersburg/Clearwater MSA as well as specific information on Hernando County itself.  

It is expected that the statistical abstract will be a living document, with updates completed as new data 

becomes available.  

What is Hernando County?  

Land Area: 472.5 Square Miles 
 

Total population: Population: 181,8821 
 

  

                                                   
1 Florida Estimates of Population, 2017 (BEBR): https://www.bebr.ufl.edu/sites/default/files/Research%20Reports/estimates_2017.pdf 

Florida%20Estimates%20of%20Population,%202017%20(BEBR):%20https:/www.bebr.ufl.edu/sites/default/files/Research%20Reports/estimates_2017.pdf
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Sinkholes 
 

**Confirmed sinkholes** 
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Supervisor of Elections precincts2 
 

 

  

                                                   
2 Hernando County Property Appraiser, Centralized GIS 
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Political boundaries – DSB and Commissioners Districts3  
 

 

 

  

                                                   
3 Hernando County Property Appraiser, Centralized GIS 
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Who lives in Hernando County?  

Where do people live in Hernando County?  
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What language do they speak?4  
 

 

What is their age and gender?5  

 

 

                                                   
4 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 

5 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 
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Hernando has one of the greatest 

proportions of individuals over the 

age of 65 in the Tampa-St. 

Petersburg-Clearwater MSA. At 27 

percent, it is only second to Citrus 

county, which has over one third of 

population over 65. Approximately 

4% of Hernando’s residents are 

over the age of 85, which is 

greater than the Florida average 

of 3%.  

Hernando has the 

second-lowest 

percentage of 

individuals that 

speak a language 

other than English 

at home (11%). This 

is significantly less 

than the Florida 

average (28%). 

Approximately 4% 

of the population 

speaks English less 

than “Fairly well” 
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Are residents disabled?6  

 

 

                                                   
6 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 
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Slightly over 1/3 of the 

Hernando County 

populations over the 

age of 65 is disabled. 

This is consistent with 

the Florida average as 

well as other counties 

in the Tampa Bay area. 

However, Hernando 

has the second highest 

percentage of 

residents over the age 

of 85 with a disability in 

the Tampa Bay area, 

second only to Citrus 

County.  

Hernando 

County 

continues to be 

a community in 

which parents 

want to raise 

children. Many 

census tracts 

have 4-6% of 

their population 

under the age 

of 5 years old.  
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What is the % of veterans? 7 

 

                                                   
7 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 
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Hernando has the 

second highest 

percentage of 

veterans in the Tampa 

Bay area, with 14% of 

our adult population 

over the age 18 

classified as veterans.  

Within the 

county, most 

census tracts 

have 

between 10-

20% of the 

population as 

disabled. 

Only three 

census tracts 

in the county 

have over 

30% of the 

population as 

disabled.  
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Income and Poverty Characteristics of Hernando County Residents  
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Income levels still lag the 

more urbanized counties in 

the Tampa Bay Area.  

Hernando County has the 

second-lowest median 

household and family 

income, at $42,274.00 

annually per household 

and $50,448 per family.  

Hernando has the second-

highest percentage of 

social security income 

households in the Tampa 

Bay area, second only to 

Citrus County. 15% of 

individuals in Hernando 

County receive food 

stamps, and only 2% 

receive cash assistance.  
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Population trends 
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The percentage of 

Hernando’s 

population living in 

Poverty is 

consistent with 

both the Florida 

average and the 

Tampa Bay region. 

Slightly less than 

one-quarter of the 

county’s children 

live in Poverty, and 

less than 10% of the 

elderly population 

lives in poverty.  

Hernando County has 

seen a 7.9% increase 

in population since 

the 2010 census. The 

most significant 

increases to the 

population occurred 

starting in 2015, and 

population is 

continuing to 

increase at 

approximately 2.3% 

annually.  
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Where do people in Hernando County live?  

Are they cost burdened?  
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Many Hernando 

County residents are 

cost burdened (paying 

over 30% of their gross 

monthly income toward 

housing costs.) In 2016, 

half of the residents 

renting in Hernando 

County were cost 

burdened; this is 

consistent with the rest 

of the counties in the 

Tampa-St. Petersburg-

Clearwater MSA and 

only slightly lower than 

the Florida average. 

Over one third of 

residents that own their 

own home were cost-

burdened; this is also 

consistent with regional 

and state averages.1 
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Looking more closely at Hernando County residents, cost burden status varies greatly based 

on residents’ location within the County and income level.  
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Are they homeowners or renters?  
 

 

Age and Size of Housing Stock 
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In 2016, there were a total of 70,918 

housing units in Hernando County. 

Of those, approximately 78% were 

owner-occupied units, and 22% 

were renter-occupied units. 

 

Most housing units in Hernando 

County are single family detached 

units. Approximately one-sixth of all 

occupied units in Hernando County 

are mobile homes.   

Half of the housing units in 

Hernando County were 

built between 1980 and 

1999. This is greater than all 

previous years combined 

(22%). 28% of the housing 

units in Hernando have 

been built since 2000.  

 



 

 14 

Hernando County Statistical Abstract 

Business and Industry in Hernando County 

Educational Attainment8  
 

 

Where do people work in Hernando County?9 
 

 

                                                   
8 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
9 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 
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One-fifth of workers in 

Hernando County 

work in service 

occupations. 11% 

work in the business 

field.  A total of 15% 

work in 

manufacturing, 

healthcare or 

information 

technology.   

While Hernando has a 

slightly smaller 

business base than 

the Florida average, 

other employment 

fields are consistent 

with general Florida 

trends.  

 

Approximately 87% of 

Hernando County 

residents have 

completed high 

school. Approximately 

16% have received a 

Bachelor’s Degree.  

Only 5% of residents 

have received an 

advanced degree.  
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How far is their commute? How do they get to work?10  

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
10 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 
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83% of the Hernando 

County population drives 

alone to get to work every 

day. On average, 

employees travel 28.9 

minutes each way for work. 

Over 1/3 of workers leave 

the county every day for 

work. Hernando County 

residents spend more time 

in the car, are more likely 

to leave the county, and 

are more likely to drive 

alone than the Florida 

average.   
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Quality of Life in Hernando County 

Parks11  

 

  

                                                   
11 Hernando County Property Appraiser, Centralized GIS 
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Retired and Elderly  
 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Citrus

Florida

Hernando

Hillsborough

Pasco

Pinellas

Percent of Grandparents Raising 

Grandchildren

Percent of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Hernando County 

has the highest rate 

of grandparents 

raising 

grandchildren in 

the Tampa Bay 

area. 44% of 

grandparents in 

Hernando County 

are raising their 

own grandchildren. 

This is significantly 

higher than the 

state average of 

32%.  
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Children 
 

How many students are in Hernando County? Where do they go to school?12 

 

 

 

                                                   
12 Hernando County Property Appraiser, Centralized GIS 
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The number of students in the Hernando 

County School District has increased by 

almost 10,000 students since 1996. This 

does not account for the number of 

students in Charter or Private schools 

also located in the County.  

Hernando County has a robust school 

system, with public, charter, vocational 

religious, and post-secondary institutions 

located throughout.  

School District Facts and Figures:  

➢  The current School District Grade is a B, according to the Florida Department of Education.  

➢ 1603 kindergarteners were enrolled for the 2017-2018 school year, as of October 2017. 
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Students in Transition 
 

  

 

 

Elementary

Middle

K8

High

Percentage of of Students in 

Transition 

by School Type

Elementary

Middle

K8

High

502 students were 

identified as transitional 

as of August 14, 2017.  

Of those, 63 are 

unaccompanied youth, 

and 45 are 

unaccompanied high 

school youth.1  

 


