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381.0065 Onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems; regulation.—
(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—
(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that proper management of onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems is paramount to the health,

safety, and welfare of the public.
(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that where a publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage system is not available, the department shall

issue permits for the construction, installation, modification, abandonment, or repair of onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems under
conditions as described in this section and rules adopted under this section. It is further the intent of the Legislature that the installation and use of
onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems not adversely affect the public health or significantly degrade the groundwater or surface water.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in ss. 381.0065-381.0067, the term:
(a) “Available,” as applied to a publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage system, means that the publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage

system is capable of being connected to the plumbing of an establishment or residence, is not under a Department of Environmental Protection
moratorium, and has adequate permitted capacity to accept the sewage to be generated by the establishment or residence; and:

1. For a residential subdivision lot, a single-family residence, or an establishment, any of which has an estimated sewage flow of 1,000 gallons
per day or less, a gravity sewer line to maintain gravity flow from the property’s drain to the sewer line, or a low pressure or vacuum sewage
collection line in those areas approved for low pressure or vacuum sewage collection, exists in a public easement or right-of-way that abuts the
property line of the lot, residence, or establishment.

2. For an establishment with an estimated sewage flow exceeding 1,000 gallons per day, a sewer line, force main, or lift station exists in a
public easement or right-of-way that abuts the property of the establishment or is within 50 feet of the property line of the establishment as
accessed via existing rights-of-way or easements.

3. For proposed residential subdivisions with more than 50 lots, for proposed commercial subdivisions with more than 5 lots, and for areas zoned
or used for an industrial or manufacturing purpose or its equivalent, a sewerage system exists within one-fourth mile of the development as
measured and accessed via existing easements or rights-of-way.

4. For repairs or modifications within areas zoned or used for an industrial or manufacturing purpose or its equivalent, a sewerage system exists
within 500 feet of an establishment’s or residence’s sewer stub-out as measured and accessed via existing rights-of-way or easements.

(b)1. “Bedroom” means a room that can be used for sleeping and that:
a. For site-built dwellings, has a minimum of 70 square feet of conditioned space;
b. For manufactured homes, is constructed according to the standards of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development and

has a minimum of 50 square feet of floor area;
c. Is located along an exterior wall;
d. Has a closet and a door or an entrance where a door could be reasonably installed; and
e. Has an emergency means of escape and rescue opening to the outside in accordance with the Florida Building Code.
2. A room may not be considered a bedroom if it is used to access another room except a bathroom or closet.
3. “Bedroom” does not include a hallway, bathroom, kitchen, living room, family room, dining room, den, breakfast nook, pantry, laundry room,

sunroom, recreation room, media/video room, or exercise room.
(c) “Blackwater” means that part of domestic sewage carried off by toilets, urinals, and kitchen drains.
(d) “Domestic sewage” means human body waste and wastewater, including bath and toilet waste, residential laundry waste, residential kitchen

waste, and other similar waste from appurtenances at a residence or establishment.
(e) “Graywater” means that part of domestic sewage that is not blackwater, including waste from the bath, lavatory, laundry, and sink, except

kitchen sink waste.
(f) “Florida Keys” means those islands of the state located within the boundaries of Monroe County.
(g) “Injection well” means an open vertical hole at least 90 feet in depth, cased and grouted to at least 60 feet in depth which is used to

dispose of effluent from an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system.
(h) “Innovative system” means an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system that, in whole or in part, employs materials, devices, or

techniques that are novel or unique and that have not been successfully field-tested under sound scientific and engineering principles under climatic
and soil conditions found in this state.

(i) “Lot” means a parcel or tract of land described by reference to recorded plats or by metes and bounds, or the least fractional part of
subdivided lands having limited fixed boundaries or an assigned number, letter, or any other legal description by which it can be identified.

(j) “Mean annual flood line” means the elevation determined by calculating the arithmetic mean of the elevations of the highest yearly flood
stage or discharge for the period of record, to include at least the most recent 10-year period. If at least 10 years of data is not available, the mean
annual flood line shall be as determined based upon the data available and field verification conducted by a certified professional surveyor and

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Index&Title_Request=XXIX#TitleXXIX
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0381/0381ContentsIndex.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0381/0381.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0381/Sections/0381.0065.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0381/Sections/0381.0067.html
RSnow
Highlight

RSnow
Underline

RSnow
Highlight

RSnow
Highlight


