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MEETING MINUTES – FEBRUARY 16, 2022




Date:		Wednesday, November 15, 2023			     Time:  7:00 P.M.

Location:	Hernando County Building Department Training Room
789 Providence Blvd., Brooksville, FL 34601

Advertised:	October 27, 2023, the Hernando Sun CLK23-166


The meeting agenda and back-up material are available online at:  https://www.hernandocounty.us/departments/departments-n-z/public-works/aquatic-services/waterways-advisory-committee/agendas-and-minutes 


CALL TO ORDER

Chairman (NAME) called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

	Attendee Name
	Title
	Attendance

	Kathryn Birren
	Chairman
	Yes

	Sarah Hill
	Vice Chairman
	Yes

	Chris Licata
	Member
	No

	Ron Zellmer
	Member
	Yes

	James Stalter
	Member
	Yes

	Rob Talmage
	Parks and Recreation Administrator
	Yes

	Carla Burrmann
	Department Manager, Aquatic Services and Waterways
	Yes

	Matt LaPalme
Steve Snell
	Marine Patrol Deputy
	Yes



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL / MODIFICATION OF AGENDA (Limited to Staff and Committee Only)

· Motion to approve meeting by Ron Zellmer.  Second by James Stalter.  Agenda approved without changes.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 20, 2023

Postponed on request from Sarah Hill.  Mrs. Hill requested time to further review the minutes.


MARINE PATROL REPORT – Deputies Matt LaPalme and Steve Snell

Deputy LaPalme provided the following updates/information:
· HCSO is working with FWC and Coast Guard to address violations on our waterways as tourist activities on the Weeki Wachee River slows down.
· Patrols are being increased on the Withlacoochee River.
· Night patrols are increased in winter months to address fishing violations along with vessel safety infractions.
· Airboat safety regulations and noise ordinance were discussed.


NEW BUSINESS

1. Jenkins Creek pier replacement – Carla Burrmann
[bookmark: _Hlk95914510]Provided update to the WAC on the latest direction from the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) regarding this project. The BOCC recommended using RESTORE funds from Pot 1.  This project will be added to the Multi-Year Implementation Plan (MYIP).  The County is also discussing adding a raised boardwalk from the pedestrian bridge looping the fishing areas along the creek as well as conducting shoreline restoration.
 
2. Committee suggestions for additional projects from RESTORE funding (Pot 1 or Pot 3) – Carla Burrmann
Discussion item to let the WAC know that additional RESTORE funding is available for projects.  Potential projects discussed by WAC members and public included:
· Raising Companero Entra bridge – what is the life of this bridge?
· Shoreline restoration/enhancement at Pine Island.
· Dredging of canal along Gulf Winds Circle.
· Pine Island causeway – portions go under water at high tide.
· Boardwalk along Shoal Line Road from Hernando Beach to Linda Pedersen.
· Placement of light or better entrance at Petit Lane and Shoal Line – entrance to WWP.

*item will be included on the next meeting agenda to continue discussion.
 
3. Commercial usage at County boat ramps – Carla Burrmann
The County has prohibited commercial usage at boat ramps due to the current ordinance provisions.  The commercial usage at the boat ramps will be at the Planning Retreat agenda on December 5, 2023.  Staff are looking for directions on how to apply commercial usage for the boat ramps. There are no provisions to allow vessel rental outfits to use the public boat ramps such as kayak rental, jet skis, or other boat rental businesses.  Staff asked WAC for any comments/thoughts for the public boat ramp usage that we can share with the BOCC during the upcoming meeting.  Comments included:
· Commercial boats can be loaded/unloaded, however perhaps limiting the time to allow this activity should be enforced.  Thus, reducing the possibility of one vessel causing a backup at the ramp.
· Could signage/language be placed at the boat ramps to limit the time for loading/unloading vessels?

4. Finalize WAC meeting dates for CY 2024 – Carla Burrmann
Below dates were approved:
· February 21, 2024
· April 17, 2024
· June 19, 2024
· August 21, 2024
· October 16, 2024
· December 18, 2024

	Proposed locations for WAC meetings:
· Hernando County Building Department Training Room
· Weeki Wachee Area Club
· Hernando Beach Yacht Club

Motion made by Ron Zellmer to approve dates and secure meeting location from those listed above. Second by James Stalter.  Approved unanimously.


OLD BUSINESS 

5. Bayport dock replacement – Carla Burrmann
The second floating dock was replaced at boat ramp.

6. Audio/Visual recording of WAC meetings – Carla Burrmann
Approved by BOCC on November 7, 2023.  Meetings will start to be recorded on February 21, 2024.

7. Weeki Wachee River Springs Protection Zone (SPZ) – Carla Burrmann
The County is working with FWC, HC Sheriff’s Office (HCSO), and the SWFWMD to generate sign placement locations and educational language and materials.  Once signs are placed along the Weeki Wachee River, a six-month educational time period will be utilized to educate the public on the SPZ.  Signs should be placed on the river by Spring 2024.

8. Weeki Wachee River dredge – Carla Burrmann
This project is currently on schedule.  Completion is expected by the end of 2024.

9. Pine Island dredge – Carla Burrmann
Chris Licata met with County Administrator Jeff Rogers along with County staff (Chris Linsbeck, Rob Talmage, and Carla Burrmann) to discuss the status of the Pine Island dredge project on October 9, 2023.  Mr. Licata informed Mr. Rogers of the concerns the residents of Pine Island have regarding the shoaling of the canal and asked where the project was currently.  Mr. Rogers said other priority projects have caused the Pine Island dredge project to be moved and it is currently not on the budget over the next five years.  The Pine Island canal is being included in the Canal Maintenance Study to be conducted in the current fiscal year.  Sarah Hill requested that if this item appears on the BOCC agenda, please notify the WAC members.

*item will be included on the next meeting agenda to continue discussion.


INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

	No items.

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

The following citizens commented as follows:
· Pine Island citizens requested a lighted sign be put at Bayport Inn to notify the public that Pine Island Park is closed.  Rob Talmage stated that the sign was damaged and is currently being repaired.
· Bird trees on Tarpon Canal were removed.

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMITTEE / STAFF COMMENTS

1. Kathryn Birren, Chairman
2. Sarah Hill, Vice Chairman
3. Chris Licata, Member
4. Ron Zellmer, Member
5. James Stalter, Member
6. Carla Burrmann, Department Manager/Aquatic Services and Waterways 
7. Rob Talmage, Parks & Recreation Administrator


OTHER – 

There was no other business.


ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.


Upcoming Meeting(s):

The next regular meeting of the Waterways Advisory Committee will be held on Wednesday, February 21, 2024, at 7:00 P.M., at the Weeki Wachee Area Club, 7442 Shoal Line Blvd, Spring Hill, FL 34607.
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